S skills 


Comprehensions with Activities for B1 Students 
Exercise # 01 
How do you feel about keeping animals in zoos? Read both sides of the argument to help you decide. 


Preparation 
Put the animals in their natural habitats. 


bison walrus polar bear seal 
giraffe penguin lizard ostrich 
camel zebra meerkat elephant 


Zoos are hugely popular attractions for adults and children alike. But are they 
actually a good thing? 


Critics of zoos would argue that animals often suffer physically and mentally by 
being enclosed. Even the best artificial environments can't come close to matching 
the space, diversity, and freedom that animals have in their natural habitats. This 
deprivation causes many zoo animals to become stressed or mentally ill. Capturing 
animals in the wild also causes much suffering by splitting up families. Some zoos 
make animals behave unnaturally: for example, marine parks often force dolphins 
and whales to perform tricks. These mammals may die decades earlier than their 
wild relatives, and some even try to commit suicide. 


On the other hand, by bringing people and animals together, zoos have the potential 
to educate the public about conservation issues and inspire people to protect 
animals and their habitats. Some zoos provide a safe environment for animals which 
have been mistreated in circuses, or pets which have been abandoned. Zoos also 
carry out important research into subjects like animal behaviour and how to treat 
illnesses. 


One of the most important modern functions of 
zoos is supporting international breeding 
programmes, particularly for endangered species. 
In the wild, some of the rarest species have 
difficulty in finding mates and breeding, and they 
might also be threatened by poachers, loss of 
their habitat and predators. A good zoo will 
enable these species to live and breed in a 
secure environment. In addition, as numbers of 
some wild species drop, there is an increased danger of populations becoming too 
genetically similar. Breeding programmes provide a safeguard: zoo-bred animals 
can be released into the wild to increase genetic diversity. 


However, opponents of zoos say that the vast majority of captive breeding 
programmes do not release animals back into the wild. Surplus animals are sold not 
only to other zoos but also to circuses or hunting ranches in the US or South Africa, 
where some people are willing to pay a lot of money for the chance to kill an animal 
in a fenced enclosure. Often, these animals are familiar with humans and have very 
little chance of escaping. 


So, are zoos good for animals or not? Perhaps it all depends on how well individual 
zoos are managed, and the benefits of zoos can surely outweigh their harmful 
effects. However, it is understandable that many people believe imprisoning animals 
for any reason is simply wrong. 


1. Check your understanding: true or false 
Circle True or False for these sentences. 


Modern zoos can offer animals a living environment that is as good as their 
natural habitats. 


One of the reasons zoo animals become distressed is because they are 


= separated from their families. 

3. Dolphins and whales usually live longer in zoos than in the wild. 

i People who have visited zoos are more likely to support animal conservation 
and protection. 

5. Zoos protect animals from being used for scientific research. 

6. Endangered animals kept in zoos are less likely to meet a mate and breed. 

T. In their natural habitats, animals suffer problems related to human activity. 

8. Endangered species often lack genetic diversity in their population. 

9. Zoos promote genetic diversity by breeding animals and then releasing them 


back into the wild. 
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If Zoos have more animals than they can look after, they always give them to 


1. another zoo or release them back into the wild. Tus Fane 

11. Animals that have been bred in captivity quickly adapt to life in hunting True False 
ranches. 

12. The author thinks that, on balance, zoos are generally a good thing. True False 


2. Check your vocabulary: gap fill 
Complete the gaps with a word from the box. 


habitat suicide tricks illnesses 


mate wild environment species 


T Even the best artificial environments cannot come close to an animal's natural 
Whales and dolphins in zoos are often made to perform 


Distressed and depressed zoo animals sometimes try to commit 


Zoos carry out important research into how to treat 


2 
3 
4. Zoos can provide a safe for animals that have been mistreated or abandoned. 
5 
6 International breeding programmes are particularly important for endangered 

7 


In the wild, some of the rarest species have difficulty finding a 


One criticism of breeding programmes is that they do not always release animals back into the 


Have you ever been to a zoo? 


What do you think about zoos? Are they a good thing, or is it cruel to keep animals in captivity? 


Exercise # 02 


Could a meteorite collision really mean the end of life on Earth? Read this to find out what happens when 
small meteorites collide with Earth, and just how much damage a big one could do. 


Preparation 
Write the disasters in the correct group. 


solar flare oil spill volcano eruption flood nuclear accident 


meteor strike hurricane space junk collision global warming 


Natural disasters Disasters from space Manmade disasters 


It weighed about 10,000 tons, entered the atmosphere at a speed of 64,000 km/h 
and exploded over a city with a blast of 500 kilotons. But on 15 February 2013, we 
were lucky. The meteorite that showered pieces of rock over Chelyabinsk, Russia, 
was relatively small, at only about 17 metres wide. Although many people were 
injured by falling glass, the damage was nothing compared to what had happened 
in Siberia nearly one hundred years ago. Another relatively small object 
(approximately 50 metres in diameter) exploded in mid-air over a forest region, 
flattening about 80 million trees. If it had exploded over a city such as Moscow or 
London, millions of people would have been killed. 


By a strange coincidence, the same day that the meteorite terrified the people of 
Chelyabinsk, another 50m-wide asteroid passed relatively close to Earth. 
Scientists were expecting that visit and know that the asteroid will return to fly 
close by us in 2046, but the Russian meteorite earlier in the day had been too 
small for anyone to spot. 


Most scientists agree that comets and asteroids pose the biggest natural threat to 
human existence. It was probably a large asteroid or comet colliding with Earth 
which wiped out the dinosaurs about 65 million years ago. An enormous object, 
10 to 16 km in diameter, struck the Yucatan region of Mexico with the force of 100 
megatons. That is the equivalent of one Hiroshima bomb for every person alive on 
Earth today. 
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Many scientists, including Stephen Hawking, say that any comet or asteroid 
greater than 20 km in diameter that hits Earth will result in the complete 
destruction of complex life, including all animals and most plants. As we have 
seen, even a much smaller asteroid can cause great damage. 


The Earth has been kept fairly safe for the last 65 million years by good fortune 
and the massive gravitational field of the planet Jupiter. Our cosmic guardian, with 
its stable circular orbit far from the sun, sweeps up and scatters away most of the 
dangerous comets and asteroids which might cross Earth’s orbit. After the 
Chelyabinsk meteorite, scientists are now monitoring potential hazards even more 
carefully but, as far as they know, there is no danger in the foreseeable future. 


Types of space rocks 


Asteroid - a rock a few 
feet to several kms in 
diameter. Unlike comets, 
asteroids have no tail. 


1. Check your understanding: multiple choice 
Choose the best option to complete these sentences. 


i- The damage caused by the Russian meteorite _.. 


a. 
b. was huge 

C. 

d. was much worse than the one in Siberia one hundred years ago 


could have been much worse 


was greatly reduced by the early warning system 


2: The Siberian meteorite _.. 


a. hit a forest 

b. hit a big city 

C. 

d. damaged trees when it exploded 


caused glass to shower over people 


On the same day as the meteorite exploded over Chelyabinsk, _. 


aocp 


. there was another, related, asteroid event 


there was another, unrelated, asteroid event 


. scientists realised that an even bigger asteroid could hit Earth 
. scientists issued a warning for 2046 


The Russian meteorite A 


aoo w 


. had been predicted by scientists 

. came as a surprise 

. was too small to worry about 

. will come close to Earth again in the future 


Experts say that comets and asteroids could _. 


aoon 


. wipe out all animal life, leaving only plants 

. kill a significant proportion of the Earth's human population 
. put an end to all plant and animal life on Earth 

. Cause as much damage as the Hiroshima bomb 


A small asteroid __. 


aooo 


. can still cause a lot of damage 

. is not a problem if it is spotted early 

. cannot cause any significant harm 

. is actually more dangerous than a larger one 


Earth has been relatively safe thanks to __. 


S skills 


. pure luck 

. luck and the protective force of another planet from our solar system 
early warning systems set up by NASA 

. luck and our position in relation to the sun 


aoo 


Scientists say ___. 


. itis impossible to monitor all the potential hazards 
. we are not in any danger for the moment 

. a meteorite is likely to hit Earth sooner or later 

. their early warning systems will protect us 


aoon 
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2. Check your vocabulary: gap fill 
Complete the gaps with a phrase from the box. 


1 When the meteorite exploded on 15 February 2013, many people were (hurt) by 
` falling glass. 

2. The explosion of another small object (made flat) many trees. 

3 Scientists weren't expecting the Russian meteorite because it had been too small for anyone to 
` (see or notice). 

4 It was probably a large asteroid colliding with Earth that (made extinct) the 
` dinosaurs. 

5 65 million years ago, an enormous object (hit) the Yucatan region of Mexico with 
` a force of 100 megatons. 

6. Even a much smaller asteroid can (do) a lot of damage. 

7 Jupiter protects Earth by diverting away the dangerous comets and asteroids that might 
i (pass from one side to the other of) Earth's orbit. 

8 Scientists will now (observe or check regularly over a period of time) potential 


hazards even more carefully. 


Do asteroids scare you? Why or why not? 
Have you ever experienced any type of natural disaster? 


Vocabulary Box Write any new words you have learnt in this lesson. 
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Every time you do anything on the internet you leave a trail behind you, in the same way you leave a 
footprint when you walk on sand or mud. Do you know how to take care of your digital footprint? Here are 
some tips. 


Exercise # 03 


Preparation 
Match the words with similar meanings and write a—h next to the numbers 1—8. 


i AE suitable a. atrack 

De semaine a trail b. to show 

e E details c. to leave 

o PEE to abandon d. complicated 
For to reveal e. a purpose 
Goin a function f. information 

p EEP complex g. an employer 
E a recruiter h. appropriate 


Your digital footprint oo 


Every time you go online you leave a trail. This 
is just like a real footprint. It reveals where you've X 
been, how long you stayed and what you've been 
doing there. Every time you register for an online 
service, send an email, download a video or upload 
a photo, the information can be accessed and your eens ba 
digital footprint can be revealed. This shouldn't 
necessarily be worrying but it is advisable to be 
aware of your digital footprint and to be cautious 
and sensible when you are online. 


Six top tips for taking care of your digital footprint 


@2%, Don't forget to log off when you leave a website, 
especially if you are using a shared computer. If you 
don’t, someone can easily pretend to be you! 


9e Don't tell anyone your passwords and don’t write them 
down in an obvious place. Make them more complex by 
using a combination of letters, numbers and 
punctuation marks. 


Oe, Tell an adult if you come across anything online that 
makes you upset, anxious or concerned. There are 
ways to report inappropriate or abusive content and in 
most cases web managers respond rapidly. 


sete Remember your favourite websites by using the history 
button and the bookmark function on your computer or 
mobile device. This is a way that your digital footprint 
can work in your favour, but remember to clear your 
browser history regularly. 


@2%, if you want to post comments online, you don’t have to 
use your own name. Invent a nickname to use instead. 
You can also use a picture instead of a real photo. 


pore Protect your identity online. Be careful about who you 
share personal information with and always think twice 
before sharing details like your email, home address, 
school or phone number with someone. 


Think about the future 


All Kinds of people are interested in your digital footprint. It's 
now quite common for colleges, universities and employers 
to check out the online profiles of possible candidates as 
part of their application process. There are cases of people 
having missed out on jobs and places in college because 
their digital footprint didn’t impress the recruiters. So, 
remember: keep safe, don’t put too much personal 
information online and always think carefully before you 
post something. Ask yoursel, ‘Would I be happy for 
absolutely everyone to see this?” 


